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B2 What religions are to be taught?

This agreed syllabus requires that all pupils learn from Christianity in each key stage. In addition, pupils will
learn from the principal religions represented in the UK, in line with the law. These are Istam, Hinduism,
Sikhism, Buddhism and Judaism. Furthermore, children from families where non-religious worldviews are
held are represented in almost all of our classrooms. These worldviews, including for example Humanism,

will also be the focus for study.

Religious traditions are to be studied in depth as follows:
Schools should consider the pupils they serve in deciding whether to go beyond the minimum
entitlements to learning about religions, which are that pupils should learn from:

4-5s Children will encounter Christianity and other faiths, as part of their growing

Reception sense of self, their own community and their place within it.

i;:sStage 1 Christians and Muslims or Jewish people

/-11s Christians, Muslims, Hindus and Jewish people

Key Stage 2 ’ ’

11-14s Christians, Muslims, Sikhs and Buddhists

Key Stage 3

14-16s Two religions required, usually including Christianity. This will be through a

Key Stage 4 course in Religious Studies or Religious Education leading to a qualification
approved under Section 96°

16-19s RE for all | Religions and worldviews to be selected by schools and colieges as

appropriate.

Important notes:

This is the minimum requirement. Many schools may wish to go beyond the minimum.

* The range of religious groups in the UK. Groups such as Jehovah’s Witnesses, The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, the Baha'i faith or the Jains are not excluded from study in this scheme for
RE. Schools are always advised to make space for the worldviews of the local community, which is why
the table above expresses minimum requirements.

* Schools should consider the pupils they serve in deciding whether to go beyond the minimum
entitlements to learning about religions and beliefs.

* Notice the language: Christians rather than Christianity; Hindus rather than Hinduism. This is to reflect
the fact that RE starts with encounters with living faiths rather than the history and belief structures of
traditions. This also recognises the diversity within and between people of the same and different
religions.

* Non-religious worldviews: Good practice in RE, as well as European and domestic legislation, has
established the principle that RE in schools without a religious character should be inclusive of both
religions and non-religious worldviews. Schools should ensure that the content and delivery of the RE
curriculum are inclusive in this respect,

* This syllabus requires that, in addition to the religions required for study at each key stage, non-
religious worldviews should also be explored in such a way as to ensure that pupils develop mutual
respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. This is enabled through the following
key questions: 12.6, L2.9, U2.1, U2.5, U2.7, 3.1, 3.4, 3.9,3.10 and 3.12.

* However, learning from four religions across a key stage is demanding: the syllabus does not
recommend tackling six religions in a key stage. Depth is more important than overstretched breadth.
Schools are encouraged to teach less but teach it better.

* The key questions offered in this syltabus allow for schools to draw in different traditions, where they
fit the theme and question, and where there are representatives of those traditions in the school and
local community.

¥ Section 96 of the Learning and Skills Act 2000. This requires maintained schools to provide only qualifications approved by the
Secretary of State. http.//www.dfes.gov.uk/section96/uploads/download records full.xls
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